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Languages

German, English, French

Expertise

Sandro Abegglen (Swiss citizen, born 1967) advises Swiss and international banks, broker-dealers,
asset managers, fund providers, investment foundations, (re)insurers and institutional investors in
complex civil and regulatory matters, transactions and proceedings.

Mr. Abegglen assists banks, broker-dealers, investment funds, investment foundations, asset
managers and (re)insurers in obtaining the required regulatory licenses and approvals. He assists in
establishing investment structures and asset and wealth management services and products. He
advises on issues of institutional governance, regulatory compliance, KYC/AML, white money
strategy, stock exchange disclosure rules and market conduct laws. Transactional work includes
advising international banks, insurers and hedge fund managers establishing presence in or
relocating to Switzerland and generally financial institutions M&A.

Sandro Abegglen renders opinions on critical regulatory and contract law topics in relation to
banking, asset / wealth management services, investment funds, and KYC/AML topics. He also
advises self-regulatory bodies of the Swiss banking and funds and asset management industry.

An important part of Sandro Abegglen’s practice includes the representation of large banks, asset
managers, securities dealers and insurers in regulatory enforcement proceedings of FINMA, the
Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority, and the conduct of internal investigations for major
banks, authorities. Sandro, in cooperation with litigation team members, further represents banks
and insurers in litigation, in particular pertaining to bank-client disputes in the area of wealth
management and institutional asset management with regulatory issues being involved.

Sandro is a board member of a leading Swiss investment fund manager owned by a global insurance
and asset management group. He also is a Legal and Compliance Committee member of the Swiss
Funds & Asset Management Association SFAMA, the self-regulatory body of the Swiss fund / asset
management industry. Sandro is author of two books, numerous law journal articles and
commentary contributions. He is often invited to speak at conferences organized, among others, by
the Universities of St Gallen and Zurich. In 2012, the Swiss Finance Department appointed Sandro as
external expert to advise on the design of a new Swiss Financial Services Act. Sandro has been listed
in the very top bands for banking & finance, regulatory and investment funds work by Chambers
Global and Chambers Europe and distinguished as leading in his fields of expertise also by other
legal directories for many years. In 2015 he was awarded as “Best of the Best 2015” in Investment
Funds by Expert Guides. And he won the 2014 ILO Client Choice Award for Banking Law -
Switzerland. His clients include AXA Investment Managers, The Bank of New York Mellon, Capvis,
Credit Suisse, Bank Julius Baer & Co., LGT, Swiss Prime Site and UBS.
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Career

Since 2006  Partner, Niederer Kraft Frey

2003 Adjoint Professor (Habilitation / Privatdozent) for contracts, corporate law and
banking and financial services regulation at the University of Berne Faculty of Law

2002 Senior Associate, Niederer Kraft Frey

2000 (Senior) Researcher and Senior Research Fellow, Law Faculty University of Berne
(Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wiegand)

1996 Associate with major Swiss business law firm

1993 (Senior) Researcher and Senior Research Fellow, Law Faculty University of Berne
(Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wiegand)

1989 Assistant clerk to the district court of Interlaken
Education

1996 University of Texas at Austin School of Law, LL.M.

1995 University of Berne, PhD (Dr. iur.) (Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wiegand)
1992 Admitted to the Bar (Flrsprecher, Canton of Berne)
Experience

— Representation of a Swiss bank in a complex regulatory enforcement proceeding of FINMA,

the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority

— Advising and representing various institutional asset managers in obtaining newly required
FINMA investment fund manager license

— Advise on structuring and required regulatory licenses for forming a bank subsidiary and bank

branch in Switzerland, and on the change of control in a Swiss incorporated bank

— Leading the team conducting an internal investigation for a bank on non-permitted
transactions

— Advising on the setting up of a Swiss investment fund for institutional investors, and assisting

a foreign fund provider in licensing its products in Switzerland

— Advise to a bank in proceedings on stock exchange law issues (disclosure duties; front
running) of FINMA

— Advising numerous major banks and asset managers on the implications of the Swiss Supreme

Court’s landmark decision on inducements/distribution fees
— Representation of a bank in a wealth management dispute involving criminal activities

— Assisting the legal and compliance department of a larger Swiss bank on KYC and AML
matters

— Leading the NKF team in advising a global insurance group in the sale of an investment fund

manager to an international bank group
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— Advising as to the regulatory issues and assisting in obtaining the required licenses for an
immigration of a (re)insurance group and its operative subsidiaries

Publications

— Sandro Abegglen, Evelyn Schilter, FIDLEG/FINIG Mogliche Auswirkungen, in: 09-17 Prévoyance
Professionalle Suisse | Schweizer Personalvorsorge, P. 97 - 103

— Sandro Abegglen, Luca Bianchi, Regulierung indirekter Immobilienanlagen,
Ausgestaltungsmadglichkeiten und ausgewahlte Unterstellungsfragen nach Schweizer Recht,
in: GeskR 2/2017, P.152 - 171

— Frangois M. Bianchi, Thomas A. Frick, Sandro Abegglen, Adrian W. Kammerer, Marco
Hausermann, Bertrand G. Schott, NKF Client News: NKF Banking, Finance & Regulatory Team -
Update 5/2017: Swiss Banking Regulations become more FinTech-Friendly, Online Publication,
http://www.nkf.ch, 14 July 2017

— Andreas F. Vogeli, Marco Hausermann, Thomas A. Frick, Sandro Abegglen, Switzerland: Law &
Practice in: Chambers Global Practice Guides: Real Estate 2017, S. 1- 16

— Frangois M. Bianchi, Thomas A. Frick, Sandro Abegglen, Adrian W. Kammerer, Marco
Hausermann, Bertrand G. Schott, NKF Client News: NKF Banking, Finance & Regulatory Team -
Update 4/2017, Online Publication, http://www.nkf.ch, 12 May 2017

— Sandro Abegglen, Luca Bianchi, Edi Bollinger, Liberalization of the Point of Sale- Amendments
to the FIDLEG Bill’s Point of Sale Duties Proposed by the Council of States, in: CapLaw 1/2017,
P.20-25

— Sandro Abegglen, Frangois M. Bianchi, Luca Bianchi, Client Alert November 2016 (Update on
Proposed Amendments to the Draft FIDLEG/FINIG), Online Publication, http://www.nkf.ch, 14
November 2016

— Sandro Abegglen, Andrea Huber, Bewilligungspraxis fir Vermogensverwalter, in: GeskR
3/2016, p. 320-334

— Sandro Abegglen, Thomas Hochstrasser, FIDLEG - was kommt geméss Botschaft des
Bundesrates auf die Finanzdienstleister zu?, in: Schweizerische Juristen-Zeitung SJZ 112/2016,
S. 369-380

— Sandro Abegglen, Frangois M. Bianchi, Luca Bianchi, Nina Bremi, Thomas A. Frick, Marco
Hausermann, Nico Hess, Thomas Hochstrasser, Urs Hofer, Andrea Huber, Adrian W.
Kammerer, Bertrand G. Schott, Yannick Wettstein, Switzerland’s New Financial Market
Architecture (2nd Edition / May 2016), NKF-Schriftenreihe Publikation # 20

— Frangois M. Bianchi, Thomas A. Frick, Sandro Abegglen, Marco Hausermann, Switzerland’s
new financial market architecture - the current status, in: Global Asset Management &
Servicing Review 2016/17, Pages 21-25

— Sandro Abegglen, Luca Bianchi, Regulation of the Point of Sale - An Update on the Rules of
Conduct of Financial Services Providers under the proposed FIDLEG, in: CapLaw 1/2016,
S.17-21

— Sandro Abegglen, Martin Schaub, Kommentierung Art. 33-35, in:
Vogt/Watter/Bosch/Rayroux/Winzeler (Hrsg.), Basler Kommentar - Kollektivanlagengesetz, 2.
Aufl., Basel 2016, S. 725-746
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Sandro Abegglen, Luca Bianchi, Thomas Hochstrasser, The Launch of the Real Estate
Investment Foundation, in: CapLaw 4/2015, S. 2-6

Sandro Abegglen, Francgois M. Bianchi, Luca Bianchi, Urs Hofer, Yannick Wettstein, Thomas
Hochstrasser , Client Alert September 2015 (Continued Appointment of Swiss Representative
and Paying Agent once Distribution to Qualified Investors in Switzerland Terminates?), Online
Publication, http://www.nkf.ch, 25 September 2015

Sandro Abegglen, Allegra Sosso, The Swiss Banking Sector - from a legal perspective, in:
Global Banking & Financial Policy Review 2015/2016, IFLR, Euromoney Yearbooks, S. 169-171

Sandro Abegglen, Christoph Balsiger, Frangois M. Bianchi, Daniel Bono, Thomas M.
Bronnimann, Philipp Haas, Marco Hausermann, Philippe A. Weber, Luca Bianchi, Thomas
Hochstrasser, Yannick Wettstein Debt capital markets in Switzerland: regulatory overview, in:
Practical Law Capital Markets Global Guide 2015/16, Thomson Reuters, 2015

Sandro Abegglen, Frangois M. Bianchi, Luca Bianchi, Neue Finanzmarkt-Architektur:
Auswirkungen auf das Fonds- und Asset Management-Geschaft, in: B2B Schweizer Magazin fir
kollektive und strukturierte Investments Nr. 53, Juni 2015, S. 11-13

Frangois M. Bianchi, Thomas A. Frick, Sandro Abegglen, Marco Hausermann, Switzerland’s
New Financial Market Architecture, in: Global Asset Management & Servicing Review 2015/16

Sandro Abegglen, Frangois M. Bianchi, Luca Bianchi, Thomas A. Frick, Marco Hausermann, Urs
Hofer, Andrea Huber, Bertrand G. Schott, Yannick Wettstein, Switzerland’s New Financial
Market Architecture, NKF Schriftenreihe Publikation #18

Thomas A. Frick, Sandro Abegglen, Marco Hausermann, Developments of asset management
regulation in Switzerland, in: Global Asset Management & Servicing Review 2014/15,
Euromoney Yearbooks, S. 85-90

Sandro Abegglen, Andrea Huber, Die Revision des Kollektivanlagengesetzes und andere
Sorgen unabhangiger Vermogensverwalter, in: Peter R. Isler, Romeo Cerutti (Hrsg.):
Vermogensverwaltung VI, Europa Institut Zirich (EIZ), Bd. 141 (2013), S. 111-132

Sandro Abegglen, Eric Stupp, Fondsverwaltung und Delegation von Verwaltungstatigkeiten
und Advisory, Europa Institut Zrich Band 143, Private Equity Ill, Dieter Gericke (Hrsg.)

Sandro Abegglen, Thomas Coendet, Dominique Gross, Aspekte der AGB-Kontrolle im
Bankbereich. Insbesondere zur Inhaltskontrolle nach dem neuen Art. 8 UWG, in: Susan
Emmenegger (Hrsg.): Das Bankkonto. Policy - Inhaltskontrolle - Erwachsenenschutz, Basel
2013, S. 83-110

Thomas A. Frick, Sandro Abegglen, Marco Hausermann, Swiss parliament supports the Swiss
asset management and fund industry in face of major regulatory changes, in: Global Asset
Management & Servicing Review 2013/14

Sandro Abegglen, Andrea Huber, A Changing Landscape - A Guide to Regulatory
Developments in the Distribution of Retail Investment Products, in: Herbert Smith publication,
November 2012, S. 36-39

Sandro Abegglen, Die unabhangigen Vermodgensverwalter vor grossen Verdnderungen -
Elemente der KAG-Teilrevision, in: Peter R. Isler, Romeo Cerutti (Hrsg.): Vermodgensverwaltung
V, Europa Institut Zirich (EIZ), Bd. 130 (2012), S. 67-99

Sandro Abegglen, Marco Hausermann, Thomas A. Frick, Swiss asset management & fund
industry facing major regulatory changes, in: Global Asset Management & Servicing Review
2012/13
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Sandro Abegglen Proposed CISA Revision to Bring Along Fundamental Change in Regulating
Investment Funds Distribution, in: CapLaw 2/2012, S. 11-16

Daniel Bono, Sandro Abegglen, Philippe A. Weber, The Swiss response to the Basel IlI
framework and other regulatory initiatives aimed at reinforcing financial sector resilience, in:
Practical Law Multi-Jurisdictional Guide 2012/13, Capital Markets

Sandro Abegglen, Thomas M. Bronnimann, Zuldssigkeit der Bestellung eines Pfandrechts an
Bucheffekten mittels Umbuchung nach Art. 24 BEG - eine dogmatische Einordnung, in: Recht
3/4/M, S. 12-117

Sandro Abegglen, Andrea Huber, A changing landscape - Regulatory developments in the
distribution of retail investment products, in: Herbert Smith publication 2011, S. 31-34

Sandro Abegglen, Finanzmarktrecht, Entwicklungen 2010, in: njus.ch, Bern 2011

Sandro Abegglen, Swiss Federal Supreme Court Judges on FINMA Circular 08/8 Definition of
Public Advertisement, in: CapLaw 2/2011, S. 20-22

Sandro Abegglen, Philippe A. Weber, Daniel Bono, Andrea Huber, Too big to fail and Basle Ili:
Switzerland at the forefront, in: PLC Capital Markets Handbook 2011

Sandro Abegglen, Bertrand G. Schott, Einsatz alternativer Anlagen in der
Vermogensverwaltung, in: GeskR 4/2010, S. 476-491

Sandro Abegglen, Schadenersatzanspriiche des Kunden gegen den Vermogensverwalter -
Beurteilung typischer Argumente, in: Vermogensverwaltung Ill, Herausgeber: Peter R.
Isler/Romeo Cerutti, 2010, S. 33-56

Sandro Abegglen, Marco Hausermann, Grenziberschreitende Finanzdienstleistungen, in:
Wirtschaftsbild, Mai 2010, S. 64-66

Sandro Abegglen, FINMA'’S Circular 2008/8 Definition of Public Advertisement Violates CISA,
Says the Swiss Federal Administrative Court, in: CapLaw 3/2010, S. 19-23

Sandro Abegglen, “Point of Sale”-Aufklarung und Produkttransparenz - die
Informatisonspflichten beim Anlagegeschéaft der Banken, in: Peter R. Isler/Romeo Cerutti
(Hrsg.), Europa Institut Zirich Vermdgensverwaltung Il, Zirich 2009, S. 61-87

Sandro Abegglen, Der Bankkonzern in der Schnittmenge von Privat- und Aufsichtsrecht.
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